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A Historical Look at KC Homicides
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When are victims being shot in KC?
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Gun Homicides and Non-Fatal Shootings by Month
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Was Operation LeGend successful?
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Who’s Getting Shot in Kansas City?
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Who’s Getting Shot in Kansas City?

Male
597
81%

Female
140
19%

Sex Breakdown

Male
Female

Black
531
72%

White
148
20%

Hispanic
53
7%

Racial Breakdown

Black
White
Hispanic
Asian
Unknown



Black
39.80%

White
48.90%

Hispanic
11.20%

Racial Breakdown

Black
White
Hispanic
Other

How does that compare to Kansas City’s general population?

Male
48.60%

49%Female
51.40%

51%

Gender Breakdown

Male
Female

Demographic Source: 2014-2018 American Community Survey





Where are victims shot?

Westport

Noland Road

Independence Avenue



Where do Kansas City victims live?



Where do Kansas City victims live within Jackson County?



How Far Away from their home?
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Where are victims injured?
Head Wounds: 108 Victims

Arm Wounds: 123 Victims

Center Mass Wounds: 201 Victims

Leg Wounds: 260 Victims
Multiple Wounds: 37 Victims
Unknown: 85 Victims



What are victims being shot with?
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Where do victims go to the hospital?
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What time are victims shot in KC?
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What day of the week are people hurt?
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How often does KCPD refer shootings and homicides?

Yes
20%

No
80%

Non-Fatal Shootings

Yes
No

Yes
54%

No
46%

Homicides

Yes
No

*Referral Rates by Victim, not by Incident



How often does a shooting result in a filed case?

Yes
12%

No
88%

Non-Fatal Shootings

Yes
No

Yes
45%

No
55%

Homicides

Yes
No

*Filed Rates by Victim, not by Incident



19%

Violent Crimes Clearance Rate - 2018
Kansas City Police Department

Cleared
Uncleared

38.10%

Violent Crimes Clearance Rate - 2018
National 

Cleared
Uncleared

How does KCPD’s clearance rate compare to the national average?

38.10%

Violent Crimes Clearance Rate - 2018
National 

Cleared
Uncleared



2019 Homicide Analysis
Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office

Out of 148 total homicides in Kansas City, Missouri*, KCPD solved 63 by year’s end.

Police agencies in Jackson County submitted 112 homicide cases to the Prosecutor’s Office
The Prosecutor’s Office filed charges in 85*** cases and is currently reviewing charges in 19 cases

5 Declined Due to Self Defense

5 Declined Due to Insufficient Evidence

2 Defendants Passed Away

3 Declined for Other Reasons****

Of 20 homicides in Eastern Jackson County, police solved 19 by year’s end**. 

* Six homicides occurred in Clay or Platte or Cass counties. Also, some 2019 homicides have been solved in 2020.
** Not included in solved cases is one case charged by prosecutors as a murder, although it was initially reported by Lee’s Summit Police as an accidental drug overdose. 

*** Seven cases were submitted in late 2018.
****Two uncertified juvenile cases referred to Family Court and one 2012 case wrongly listed in records system as being charged.
*****This analysis does not include vehicular fatalities.

The Prosecutor’s Office declined charges in 15 cases, including 3 from previous years.



2019 Homicide Analysis
Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office

* Defendant is incarcerated in Missouri Department of Corrections (MDOC) for 5 years on a subsequent firearms charge stemming from the homicide.
** The three-year average sentence (2015-2017) for Murder 2nd Degree in Missouri was 21.7 years, while the average for Murder 1st Degree was 30 years. 

Average sentence given for a Murder 1st or 2nd Degree conviction in 
Jackson County in 2019**: 23.2 years

The Prosecutor’s Office disposed of 61 homicide cases. 

Of those cases, 20 went to trial with 19 guilty verdicts and 1 not guilty verdict*.

Also, 41 defendants entered a guilty plea in those homicide cases in 2019.



Data Provided by Kansas City Police Department’s Law Enforcement Resource Center
Analysis and Visualization by the Jackson County Prosecutor’s Office Crime Strategies Unit


